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WHAT IS A UDO?
‘Unified Development Ordinance’

1. The regulatory document that controls what kinds of land uses 

can go in what locations

2. How land uses must be configured on their sites

3. The process the Town uses to consider development 

applications

4. The rules for the operation of land uses in the Town
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WHAT IS A UDO?
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TOOL for implementing the comprehensive plan

UNIFIED location of all development rules 

REGULATES:

• Zoning

• Subdivision of land

• Stormwater

• Appearance

• Landscape and Screening

• Transportation and Mobility

• Site Features 

(parking, signs, open space, etc.)



WHAT IS A UDO?
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Includes the Official Zoning Map

• Base Zoning Districts (5)

• Overlay Districts (2)



WHAT IS Making Mills River?
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• Comprehensive Plan for the 

future (through 2040)

• Establishes the Town’s 

vision for the future

• Identifies the goals and 

actions to take



WHY DO WE HAVE A PLAN?
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GUIDE for Town staff and elected officials for future land use decisions

TOOL to understand the future vision of growth, development and 

resiliency

FOCUS private investment in areas of desired growth

PROTECT property values, open spaces, character



PLAN & UDO…
What’s the difference?

How are they related?
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• The Plan guides land use but decisions can go against guidance

• UDO regulates land uses and building form - development must comply with rules

• The Plan’s Future Land Use Map is applied using the Town’s UDO and zoning map

• The UDO is the primary tool for implementing the Plan’s policy framework



imagineMills River
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PROJECT BACKGROUND



PROJECT GOALS

10

1. Protect Community 

Character

2. Implement Town 

Policy

3. A User-Friendly Code
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4. Protect the Environment 5. Increase Housing Options

6. Promote Development Quality 7. Modernize Uses
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CHAPTER 3 

DISTRICTS
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ZONING

MAP
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Town-owned properties

May add deed-restricted 

conservation lands too

RESIDENTIAL:

AGR = More than 3 AC

RUR = 1.5 to 3 AC

LDR = up to 1.5 AC

MXR = Variable size

COMMERCIAL:

TND & IND = based on 

location/FLUM

None of these exist yet
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MR-MU went to:

AGR if res & over 3 AC

RUR if res & 1.5 to 3 AC

LDR if res & 1.5 AC or less

MXR if non-residential

TNC if in center location

MR-NC went to:

MXR if developed

AGR if in flooplain

LDR if vacant



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
21
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